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PURPOSE

---

The conservation of endangered 

and threatened species.

and

The conservation of the  

ecosystems upon which 

they depend.



ENDANGERED – in danger of 

extinction throughout all or a 

significant portion of its range.

THREATENED -- likely to become

endangered in the foreseeable future.



.  1,897 species currently listed.  

.  7 listed species now extinct.

.  308 listed species in California

.  32 listed species in San Luis Obispo County.



PROHIBITED ACTS

---

Section 9 prohibits the take of endangered

or threatened fish and wildlife.

Prohibitions do not apply equally to  plants.

Listed plants on federal land are protected.

Listed plants on non-federal land are 

protected if a federal action is involved

Otherwise, prohibitions do not apply to 

listed plants on non-federal land unless

there is violation of State law.



TAKE

…to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, 

kill, trap, capture, collect, or to attempt to 

engage in any of these actions.



HARASS

Intentional or negligent actions that create the 

likelihood of injury…by annoying…to…significantly 

disrupt normal behavior patterns which include…

breeding, feeding or sheltering.



HARM

Includes significant habitat modification or 

degradation that results in death or injury…by 

significantly impairing essential behavior patterns, 

including breeding, feeding and sheltering.



EXCEPTIONS

SEC. 10. (a) PERMITS.—(1) The Secretary may

permit, under such terms and conditions as he

shall prescribe—

(A) any act otherwise prohibited,…for scientific

purposes or to enhance the propagation or

survival…



Possession of a permit under the
Endangered Species Act is a privilege.

USFWS must balance permit issuance with
its duties to protect and recover listed species.



Click here for address

APPLICATION

---

Scientific Purposes,

Enhancement of

Propagation

or Survival

-

14 pages

-

Available on line

-

Click here for address







Pacific Southwest Region

Regional Office
Sacramento

Field Offices
Ventura
Carlsbad
Sacramento
Arcata



Regional Recovery Permit Coordinator sends

copies of application to relevant FWS offices.

FWS offices

review the application.

seek two reference reports.

recommend issue/denial.

prepare the draft permit.

Regional Office will issue recovery permit.



Application Processing Fee

new permit                                   $100

renew an existing permit           $100

amend an existing permit

at a time other than renewal     $50

Use same application form for a new permit,

and to renew or amend an existing permit.



Federal, tribal, State, and local government agencies 

are exempt from fees.

This includes State universities.



Application Processing Time

Coordinate with FWS as soon as possible for guidance.

Mail completed application at least 3 months prior to intended 
start date. 

If renewing a valid permit, Regional Office must receive 
application at least 30 days prior to expiration.

These time periods begin when RO receives a complete 
application --- does not include time required for requesting 
clarification or additional information.

Applications are processed in order received.



RENEWAL

If the Regional Office receives an application to renew 
at least 30 days before expiration, then the permittee 
can continue conducting permitted activities during 
processing even after permit has expired.



If application is for activity with an endangered 
species, notice must be published in the Federal 
Register.

Public then has 30 days to comment.

Permit cannot be issued until 30 days after 
publication of notice.



REPORTS
---

Permittee must be up-to-date with all reports
(to all relevant FWS offices) before application
is processed for renewal, amending or changing 
the List of Authorized Individuals.

---
45-day reports
90-day reports
annual report

statement of no activity



Each report should be one complete document ---
not a series of documents/files for assembly by FWS.

Send reports by mail OR electronically, not both --
send only 1 copy.

FWS email cannot accept extraordinarily large files.



Send reports to Recovery Permit Coordinator in relevant 
FWS office.

OK to send second copy to your contact in FWS office.

Recovery Permit Coordinator logs reports into electronic 
database, and then circulates them to relevant FWS 
biologists.

If reports do not reach Recovery Permit Coordinator, 
they will not be logged into database -->inconvenience 
when applying to renew, amend or change the List of 
Authorized Individuals.

Application will not be processed until permittee is
current in reporting obligations.



CHANGE TO
LIST OF AUTHORIZED INDIVIDUALS

---
Send letter to FWS office indicated in

the recovery permit.

No cost.

Apply at least 30 days before needed.



Have you obtained all required State or Federal 
approvals to conduct your proposed activity?

Be aware there may be other requirements:
State Permit
permit to work on Federal lands, etc.



Identify the species and the proposed activity.



State where you want to conduct the activity.



Describe the proposed activity.



State the name of each person who will conduct each activity.

Provide each person’s resume.

State how each person is qualified to conduct each activity.

Provide the names and contact details of two references –
permitted persons.



Minimum qualifications for some species: 

California red-legged frog
vernal pool branchiopods

other species

http://www.fws.gov/cno/es/minqual.html





An exam for some species:

vernal pool branchiopods --- given in Sacramento
and Carlsbad



FWS has survey protocols for some listed species.

For some, a recovery permit in needed to conduct protocol 
surveys.

California red-legged frog (dipnetting for tadpoles)
vernal pool branchiopods 

Morro shoulderband snail

http://www.fws.gov/cno/es/surveypro.html



Example of
recovery permit

---
cover sheet

















MORE INFORMATION

contact:

Chris Kofron
Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office
2493 Portola Road, Suite B

Ventura, CA 93003

Tel:  805/644-1733 x 303
Email:  chris_kofron@fws.gov


